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IN THE ART GALLERIES

A Bloom in the Wasteland

. CHARLOTTE WILLARD

It is very likely that Nam June Paik is one of ﬂk precursors of a new breed

of artists who are also scientlists, philosophers and engineers

—a modern version of the

Renaissance man,.the heir and master of the new knowledge.

Nam June Paik has been ex-
perimenting with the meshing
of art and electrons since his
first show in 1965. Pefore
then, as a musicologist, he was
.famous or rather notorious for

. the pianos he smashed”in the
interest of new sounds.

Now he is merely - destroy-
“ing th2 images of conventional
TV, but here Paik is offéering
the viewer not only a new art
form he can manipulate but a
new visual experience. Current-
1y the Bonino Gallery is pre-
senting a series of his work
which is part of his ‘“Research
and Development” project at
the State University of New
York under a grant from the
‘Rockefeller Foundation.

- What is oﬁf'rod to us are

T

abstract moving images which
can be brought into being with
a flick of a switech from stand-
ard color TV programs.

. Paik has harnessed his skills

‘as an engineer to his talent as

an -artist to bring about the
transformations. By aitaching
electromagnets and other dis-
terting devices to any TV
equipment he estimates he can
creae at least 500 different
abstract possibilities from a
normal TV program.

One of the variations is.-bascd
on a form that is fundamentalls
a moving ars. By increas:ag
the frequencies the arc bzacorrics
something he cails a “Marsnusl
McButterfly” with gossamer
multi-colored winrgs that then
plocced% lo d:mw lqnfvomu Sy

or swifily. on the screen accoid
ing to your con.rol.

On - another TV screen a
simple. ball composed of muiti-
colored reund spots is trans-
formed in. an Op Art sphere.
The spots bevomé squares and
the shape undulates and pul-
sates like a moving undei:ea
creature. ' “Thaiw' we see the
great McLuhan himself - this
time with a Jistorted face as if
it were a ruober mask.

What"is additicnally intevest-
ing is that in all thes2 expwi-
ments the lumiaosity of paintis
replaced by direct light — the
non-material medium — light
which'you can see, which moy=2s
and yet which yu cannot hold
or even touca—light the gidal
new art medium.

All- of this points -to- a- mn\
when TV will not only give us
'its present messages but will
allow us to consiruct our ewn,
Liast day.

Bonino Gall:rv, 7 W. 57th St
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Robert Arner’s paintings are.
| experiments in color and a sys-
| tem of-motion that the artist
|9dyo hn has learned from the

| —

{| in its effact.

157th St.
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Electromagnets are used by Nam June Paik to distort normal

color
this “McLuhan—(McSnob)3 =
7 West 57th Strest.

machine. A grid pattern wh'gh
he set up and his original color
decision make the developmest
of his canvas inevitable. One
squars strueciure da2mands the
next, one color calls for its har-
mon;c complement,

A square grid super-imposed
on a series of three or four col-
ors ssuggests distances and
spaccs, pyramidal, horizontal
and vertical forms and both
vertical and horizontal move-
ment.

I like particularly a piece in
blue with soft red rectangular
lozenges in which the 1e"t2rwu
lar elem:nt begins as a large
solid unit and gradually dimin-
ishes into a line. Below the proc-
ess is reversed, making the
composition strangely musfcal

Ruth V\'hitcmGallerAy,f
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Luise IKaish, who works in the
Renaissance’ tradition of sculp-
ture would have been at home
designing doors for cathedrals.
In her new bronze “Ark Doors”
for the Temple Beth Shalom in
Wilmington, Del., she attains a
sense ol power and authority
| leavened wilh a poetic innocence
that -gives her pxeces universal
‘ appeal:

Heér “Ark Door,” the master-
| work in her show, .is a great
sphere into which -she has
| carved in high relief the sacred
| Hebrew characters ot the 10
commandments, emphasized by
symbols from the Kabala which
infer the connection betwecen
man and God.”Last day.

Stacmpili, 47 E. 77th St.
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TV program to get complicated abstract images like

McButterily.,” Gallery Bonino,
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